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Abstract: The purpose of the study was to ascertain how absence of fathers of Afro-

Surinamese descent influences the educational performance of their children. The research 
design employed was cross-sectional survey research design, which assessed the academic 
performance of children with or without an Afro Surinamese father, either at home or absent. 

For the sampling procedure a list of fifteen junior high schools in the district of Paramaribo 
was received from Ministry of Education Science and Culture, considered the sampling 

frame. This frame was used to do a random sampling of the respondents. The 227 children 
sampled with or without an Afro Surinamese father were approached at the junior high 
schools in the district of Paramaribo. The, interview was done using a Ministry of Education 

Science and Culture approved questionnaire and the academic performances were taken 
from the school exam records for the chosen subjects. The choice was done after 

consultations with the school headmasters and teachers who decided which subjects are the 
best indicators for school performance. The study findings were calculated using the chi-
square test for homogeneity. The analysis did not find a significant result regarding the 

association of the academic performances; English language, Dutch and Accounting. None 
of the pairwise comparisons were statistically significant. Significant results were found 

when analyzing the moderate scores for mathematics. However, the analysis showed that 
students with an Afro Surinamese father present and an Afro Surinamese not present have a 
significant difference in their moderate scores. A significant result was also found between 

the groups a present Afro Surinamese father, compared to students from a different 
household. The study concluded that the calculated effect and evaluation of the specific 

contribution on the marks indicated that ‘father absence’ may not necessarily have a 
negative effect on all grades, only on the moderate grades for mathematics, the children from 
Afro-Surinamese Fathers do better. Owing to the study findings, the study therefore 

recommended that: to respond to a need to update methods of testing for assessing students’ 
performance rather than only having written tests which just asses reproduce knowledge. The 

researchers are also of the opinion that it is meaningful to appoint counsellors including peer 
counselors at the junior high schools to advise and assist students with less favorable family 
situations to benefit from the current universal, contemporary challenge, for remote, distant 

education as an education method imposed by the Covid pandemic.  
 

Keywords: Academic Performance, Father absence, Afro-Surinamese, Afro-Surinamese 
education, junior high schools, Surinamese academic performance, Suriname fathers, Father 
absence effects 

  
  



13 

African Research Journal of Education and Social Sciences, 9(1), 2022  
ISSN (online): 2312-0134 | Website: www.arjess.org 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Fatherhood is culturally defined as follows; the roles and practices of fathers are a product 

and expression of culture. (Shwalb & Shwalb 2014) From the perspective of Evolutionary 
Psychology, the role of the father is mainly seen as important for the survival and social 

development of the offspring that must pass on his genes and refers to the father as the 
„biological‟ father. In case of demise of the father due to various reasons, it could pose danger 
to the health and well-being of the children. Absence of the father influences the development 

of the child or children in areas such as the reproduction behavior, adulthood, and academic 
performance.  Some observers have claimed that the rise of single-parent families which are 

reflected in high rates of divorce and no marital childbearing is the primary cause of 
academic failure and related problems such as delinquency, drug use, teenage pregnancies, 
poverty, and welfare dependency in American society (Amato 2015).  

 
Negative effects outcomes of father absence on offspring well-being are strongest for 

outcomes such as high school graduation, children‟s social-emotional adjustment when 
studied more rigorously. Smaller effects are found when using traditional cross-sectional 
designs. (McLanahan et al 2013). If the father leaves the family for whatever reason, it turns 

out that it has disastrous consequences for the health and well-being of the children. An 
absent father can cause negative consequences in the development and health, especially in 

the social, psychological, and cognitive areas (Ahmad, & Muhammad 2014). Studies have 
linked father absence with early onset of puberty which is associated to earlier sexual 
experience, early pregnancy, risky sexual behavior and is negatively correlated to educational 

attainment. (lbitoye et al 2017). Single union, parental conflict and poor union quality have 
been negatively associated with children‟s psychological and academic adjustment and the 

transition to adulthood (Fomby & Osborne 2010) Studies conducted in African, Arab, 
Western, Latin and Central American and Caribbean contexts have shown that there is a solid 
relationship between parental education and parenting style and the extent of parental input 

on parenting the child. If both parents are involved in the upbringing of the child, it can be 
noted as a positive consequence that the so-called “academic achievement” is significantly 

better than a parenting environment in which only one or none of the biological parents is 
involved. These studies did differ in the cultural contexts in which they were conducted 
(Behzadi & Parker, 2015; Checa & Abundi-Gutierrez, 2017; Masud et al 2014).   

 
In Caribbean families, the father's principal role is economic provider and protector of the 

family. They are also involved in the discipline of the children, especially the males. In 
general, they are not actively involved in day-to-day childcare; they tend to feel that women 
are better with children at this stage. However, the late twentieth century saw some men 

becoming more involved in their children's lives, spending more time playing and talking 
with them (Roopnarine& Hossain 2013). The impact of being raised in a different 

culture/family structure e.g. the Caribbean culture must be viewed in terms of the specific 
parenting, parenting skills and broad support for child-rearing in the culture (Roopnarine, 
2013). Suriname is a multi-ethnic society with a history of colonialism with long-lasting 

slavery and indentured contract laborers. The Afro-Surinamese inhabitants of Suriname are 
of Sub-Saharan African ancestry. Most of the enslaved people brought to Suriname came 

from West Central Africa coast, circa 61,500 slaves, 27% of the total number, Ghana circa 
46,000, 21% of the total, Windward Coast, circa 45,000, 20%, and Bight of Benin more than 
32,000, 14% of the total. Thousands of slaves also arrived from Bight of Biafra, circa 11,000, 
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5.0% of the total and Sierra Leone circa 3,600, 1.6% of the total.  The total number of slaves 
was estimated at 220,000 (Borges 2017, p. 41). 
 
 There is a considerable difference in the prevalence of father absence in Suriname, The 
differences between the ethnic groups were upheld when controlling for income, educational 

level, and father absence during childhood; children who grew up without a father reported to 
have had their first sex at a younger age (Buunk et.al 2021 a.b). Students at lower levels 
starting from primary up to higher levels of live education system in Suriname are in various 

circumstances which might have effects on their performance in school. The education 
system which reflects mostly methods set forth by the Netherlands during the colonial period 

and still reflects outdated characteristics are in need for evaluations and innovations. Not only 
has the methodology of teaching but also meant of evaluation and performance assessment. 
From an educational point of view, one can account for unsatisfactory results and 

performance when observing the teaching methodologies. From a non-educational view, 
unsatisfactory academic performance can be looked into the direction of the living 

circumstances the child is exposed to. Another reason, the system to evaluate and assess 
students need to be updated according to modern needs and standards of the society such as 
said by many experts of Surinamese education systems (Ori et al.2015).  

 
The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture has taken this into account and is involved in 

updating and making current the school curricula. It was observed that certain groups of 
students were living in a family which either the father was frequently absent or not at all 
present in the household. This situation which is observed in the Suriname society is that 

Afro-Surinamese students as descendants of the slaves have a relatively higher number of one 
parent homes. The population division of the united nation, in its publication, population facts 

2017/2 mentions that one-parent households comprise a minority of households with children 
in all regions.  However, lone-mother households account for nearly a quarter of households 
with children in Africa, Northern America, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Borges 

(2017) mentioned that many studies in the Caribbean have proven one-parent households to 
exist in many countries as well as in Suriname. Slaves who were imported from Africa to 

work in the plantations during the colonial period of Suriname under the rule of the 
Netherlands. Ethnicity is context bound and refers to a group that is connected by a common 
cultural, linguistic and historical background. Afro Surinamese ethnicity for 2021 is 

estimated to be 88.856 16% of the total population. This does not include mix ethnicities, a 
group which might also have Afro Surinamese men and women mixed with other ethnicities, 

estimated for 2021 to be 72.340 13% (Menke & Sno 2016 p. 76). In the Afro Surinamese-
Afro Surinamese community there are different kinds of households, including many single-
parent households. The mother is the breadwinner and head of the family and the father can 

be missing due to numerous reasons including work related motives. The tolerance in the 
Afro Surinamese-Afro Surinamese for missing fathers is higher compared to other ethnicities, 

making the occurrence of stepfathers and mothers more common. One aspect that is currently 
attracting interests of researches is the perception of the role of the Afro-Surinamese father 
within the composition of families, what is the link between current family roles and 

compositions within the group of Afro-descendants. The purpose of the study was to 
ascertain how absence of fathers of Afro-Surinamese descent influences the educational 

performance of their children. 
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METHODOLOGY 

 

The study employed cross-sectional survey research design. was a descriptive quantitative 

study which assessed the academic performance of children with or without an Afro 
Surinamese father, either at home or absent. Both the presence of the father and his ethnicity 

were the independent variables, while school or academic performance was the dependent 
variable and consisted of the following dimensions: (1) Dutch as a language; (2) English as a 
language; (3) Mathematics, and (4) Accounting. The test of two proportions, also known as 

the chi-square test of homogeneity, was used for the analysis. 
 

The target population were children in junior high schools in the district of Paramaribo 
between the ages 13-19 years with and without an Afro Surinamese father present or absent. 
An Afro-Surinamese family in Paramaribo was the criterion for student of junior high schools 

to be included in the sample 
 

The sample size was 227, categorized in 2 groups: Afro Surinamese Father Absent - without 
an Afro Surinamese Father at home (n=83); and Afro Surinamese Father Present - with an 
Afro Surinamese Father (n=111) and a group of children from other households (n=33). Not 

all children had the same school package resulting in different N per performance subject. 
 

The study‟s sampling procedure is based on simple random sampling technique. The children 
from African decent with and without an Afro Surinamese father, were approached at the 
junior high schools in the district of Paramaribo. The sampling was done among students who 

had done the „admission test‟, which is the equivalent of a placement test at the end of third 
or fourth grade in junior high schools. Marks range on a scale from 1 (very bad) to 10 

(exceptional), however, they are categorized in the following groups: (1) Bad: mark ≤ 5; (2) 
Moderate: mark = 6; (3) Fairly good: mark = 7; (4) Good: mark ≥ 8. The Ministry of 
Education, Science and Culture provided a list of junior high schools in the district of 

Paramaribo, of which a random sample was drawn. Two hundred and twenty-seven 
respondents were sampled from 15 schools Paramaribo.   

 
Both the Ministry and the principals of the selected schools approved and collaborated to do 
the data collection. A questionnaire was used which was approved by the Ministry of 

Education, Science and Culture which consisted of open-ended questions. This was 
administered by a trained female interviewer with the same ethnicity of the students. The 

respondent did not fill out the questionnaire by themselves, this was done by the interviewer. 
The academic performances were taken from the school exam records for the chosen 
subjects. The choice of school-subjects was done after consultation with the school 

headmasters and teachers who decided which subjects are the best indicators for school 
performance. The sample was categorized in 2 groups: Afro Surinamese Father Absent, 

without an Afro Surinamese Father at home and Afro Surinamese Father Present, with an 
Afro Surinamese Father at home. 
 

The test of two proportions also known as the chi-square test of homogeneity was used to 
determine whether there is a difference between the binomial proportions of the three 

independent groups based on (1) ethnicity, (2) presence of the father, and (3) groups that 
belong to a different type of household. This is set against a dichotomous dependent variable; 
the grade category of the students for a specific school-subject. The academic performances 
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analyzed are Dutch, English, accounting and mathematics. Each grade category was treated 
as a dependent variable. For example, when analyzing the performance „bad‟ in English, all 
the respondents with a „bad‟ grade were coded 1 and all other grades were coded as „0‟. 

When the sample sizes for the subjects Dutch, English and Accounting were too small, the 
Fisher‟s exact test was also performed. 

 
RESULTS 

 

Demographic characteristics of the respondents 

A total of 227 students from Afro Surinamese decent participated in the study, of which 

45.8% is male (n=104) and 54.2% female (n=123). Of the two identified age categories 
56.8% were between 13-15 years old (n=129), while 43.2% were between 16-18 years old 
(n=98). All respondents attended a Junior high school in the district Paramaribo. The 

respondents attended either one of the four levels in Junior high school, with level 1 being the 
lowest level and level 4 being the highest. Most were from level 1 (30.8%, n=70), followed 

by level 3 (27.3%, n=62), level 2 (24.7%, n=56) and level 4 (17.2%, n=39).  
 

The Effect of the Absence of Surinamese Fathers from African decent 

For the subjects Dutch, English and Accounting no statistically significant differences were 
found between groups based on either ethnicity or presence of the father, either separately or 
combined. However, statistically significant results were found regarding the score moderate. 

in mathematics,  
 

Table 1  
Overview of statistically significant results found for subject math, score: moderate 
 

Identified groups Number of 

participants 

Percentages Difference in 

proportion 

p 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

Afro 
Surinamese 

father present 

Afro 
Surinamese 

father absent 

NA G1: 48 
G2:  23 

G1: 43.2 
G2: 27.7 

.155 .026 

Afro 
Surinamese 
father present 

Non-Afro 
Surinamese 
father absent 

Other  G1: 48 
G2: 6 

G3: 28 

G1: 43.2 
G2: 42.9 
G3: 27.5 

NA .049* 

 
Table1. Statistically significant results explained: 
 

*The proportion of participants with a moderate score for Mathematics is statistically 
significantly higher in group 1, compared to the group 3, p < .05. The proportion of 

participants between group 1 vs group 2 and group 2 vs group 3, were not statistically 
significantly different, p > .05. 
 

One hundred and ninety-four participants were divided into groups with an Afro Surinamese 
father present and an Afro Surinamese father absent. The test of two proportions used was the 

chi-square test of homogeneity. The analysis showed that 48 participants who had an Afro 
Surinamese father present (43.2%) had a moderate score for the subject math compared to 23 
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students who had an absent Afro Surinamese father (27.7%), a significant difference in 
proportions of .155, p = 0.26. 
 

A statistically significant result was also found when comparing math performances between 
respondents with present Afro Surinamese fathers and absent non-Afro Surinamese fathers. 

The following groups were identified: (1) Group 1: Present Afro Surinamese fathers (n=111); 
(2) Group 2: Absent non-Afro Surinamese fathers (n=14); (3) Group 3: Others (n=102). 
The analysis shows that 48 participants (43.2%) of group 1 received a moderate grade for 

Math, compared to 6 participants (42.9%) in group 2 and 28 participants (27.5%) in group 3, 
a statistically significant difference in proportion, p = .049. Post hoc analysis involved 

pairwise comparisons using the z-test of two proportions with a Bonferroni correction. The 
proportion of participants with a moderate score for Math is statistically significantly higher 
in the group with a present Afro Surinamese father, compared to group 3, p < .05. The 

proportion of participants between group 1 vs group 2 and group 2 vs group 3, were not 
statistically significantly different, p > .05. 

 
Dutch, English and Accounting 

The study further sought to establish whether there was any statiscal significant results 

between Dutch, English and accounting. Table 2 shows non-statitical representation between 
the subjects 

 
Table 2  
Overview of statistically non-significant results found for Dutch, English and Accounting, 

score: moderate 
 

Identified groups 

Subject 

Number 

of 

particip

ants 

Percentag

es 

Differe

nce in 

propor

tion 

p 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

Afro 
Surinamese 

father present 

Afro 
Surinamese 
father 

absent 

NA 

Dutch 
G1: 34 

G2: 22 

G1: 30.6 

G2: 22.5 
.081 .530 

English 
G1: 21 
G2: 19 

G1: 18.9 
G2: 22.9 

.040 .499 

Accounting 
G1: 30 

G2: 26 

G1: 29.1 

G2: 35.6 
.065 .362 

Afro 
Surinamese 

father present 

Non-Afro 
Surinamese 
father 

absent 

Other  

Dutch 
G1: 34 
G2: 6 

G3: 28 

G1: 30.6 
G2: 42.9 

G3: 27.5 

NA .494* 

English 
G1: 21 
G2: 3 

G3: 23 

G1: 18.9 
G2: 21.4 

G3: 22.5 

NA .777* 

Accounting 
G1: 30 
G2: 5 
G3: 29 

G1: 29.1 
G2: 38.5 
G3: 34.5 

NA .596* 
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*As seen in table 2, the moderate scores for the subjects Dutch, English and Accounting are 
not significant. The Fisher‟s exact test was performed when the sample sizes were too small, 
but this analysis did not show significant results either. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The answer to the he questions of this study, what is the Effect of Absence of Afro-

Surinamese Fathers on the Academic Performance of their Children can be answered by 
mentioning that the calculated effect and evaluation of the specific contribution on the marks 
indicate that „father absence‟ may not necessarily have a negative effect on all grades. 

However, the study results are an excellent baseline for updating school programs and 
interventions. But looking only at academic performance marks now a day is insufficient. Not 

studied are other academic performance dimensions including behavior, participation in class 
social skills or other outputs or skills. Ori mentioned that the school system needs an 
upgrading of the evaluation and assessment of students‟ needs to modern requirements and 

standards of the society (Ori et al.2015). There is a need to update methods of testing for 
assessing students‟ performance at Junior high school rather than merely having written 

exams which tests only reproduce knowledge.  
 
A conclusion of a study done in Suriname by Buunk (2021) was that the absence of a father 

during one‟s childhood before the age of 13 among adults in the country of Suriname, 
associated with a so-called faster life history. This implies a lower level of planning and 

control; less contact with and support from family and friends; a weaker romantic partner 
attachment; and a lower level of general altruism. The researchers also concluded, that even 
when controlling for educational level, income level, and civil status, father absence was 

strongly related to life history strategy, with those with a father who left before the age of 13 
reporting a faster life history than those whose father left later, or had been present during all 

childhood. Although the ethnic groups differed considerably in the prevalence of father 
absence, the association between father absence and life history strategy did not differ 
between the ethnic groups (Buunk at.al 2021). 

 
Although the tendency of parents trying to control the mating behavior of their children, there 

is an increasing number mix marriages in Suriname which results in mixed culture, ethnic 
and religious traditions. The mix households for 2012 were estimated at 13% of the 
population (Menke & Sno 2016 p. 84). The cultural context should indeed be reflected in the 

education and this does not only apply to cultural differences between countries, but certainly 
cultural differences prevalent within countries, specific groups in the country. This advice to 

reflect the cultural context in the education is a huge challenge in Suriname.  
 
No significant differences were found regarding the languages Dutch and English, which is 

an excellent result given the complex language situation in Suriname. More than 10 
languages are spoken; recognized languages: are Sranan Tongo, Hindi, English, Sarnami, 

Javanese, Malay, Bhojpuri, Hakka, Cantonese, Saramaccan, Paramaccan, Ndyuka, Kwinti, 
Matawai, Cariban, Arawakan Kalina. Most Surinamese about 80% speak Sranan, la lingua 
franca, the language of the street, an English-based creole, which has been influenced 

by Dutch and Portuguese along with some West African languages. This language is a 
reflection of the diversity in ethnicity and language in Suriname, a South American nation. 
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Dutch was enforced in schools and government in 1877 and became the official language of 
Suriname. Most children acquire one or more languages at home and are exposed to multiple 
other languages in society. Upon starting school, they are submerged in education using the 

Dutch language. (Kroon 2014) Teachers and students use Dutch as the spoken and written 
language to communicate with each other, to present tasks, engage in learning processes, 

present academic content, display knowledge and skill, and participate in classroom life. 
However, children who start going to school have different knowledge and skill levels when 
it comes to the Dutch language and every student had their own starting point and path to 

master the Dutch language. 
 

CONCLUSION 

 

The study did not find a significant result regarding the academic performances in the 

languages English and Dutch, and for Accounting. Father absences have no influence on 
these school marks. The only Effect of Absence of the Afro-Surinamese Fathers on the 

Academic Performance of their Children is a significant difference found for scoring 
moderately on mathematics between respondents `compared to an Afro Surinamese father 
present. When analyzing an Afro Surinamese father present and an Afro Surinamese father 

not present and include students from another, non Afro Surinamese household, the analysis 
shows that the proportion of participants with a moderate score for math is statistically 

significantly higher in the group with a present Afro Surinamese father, compared to students 
from a different household. This implies that the presence of an Afro-Surinamese father has a 
positive effect on a participant‟s academic performance on mathematics. This is important 

because children from Latin America and Caribbean countries seem to be falling behind on 
mathematics and science education.  

 
Mathematics and science are primary sources of lifelong learning and progress for our 
civilization. From an educational point of view, it is advisable that counsellors including peer 

counselors be appointed at junior high schools to proactively act and advise students with less 
favorable family situations which negatively impede on academic results and causing the 

student to fall behind on others. These counselors can have a positive impact on preventing 
and counteracting elements and situations which negatively impede on the academic results 
of students. The counselors can also assist, through interventions such as teaching study skills 

motivational presentations and involving parents more in the education process. This study 
was done during the Covid pandemic which had no impact on the regular method of teaching 

at the participating junior high schools because all student responders could be interviewed at 
school face to faces.   
 

In general, education globally has been forced to evaluate and adapt its curricula and teaching 
methodologies during the pandemic. Besides uncertainty about the situation, distractions at 

home and reduced social interactions, students may not have access to all technical resources 
e.g., equipment, a stable internet connection or support from teachers and peers. This issue is 
not just Covid related but a global contemporary challenge imposed on education. There is a 

need to redefine education methodologies, curricula and interventions to prevent certain 
groups of students to fall behind more privileged peers. 
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